QUESTIONS PERTINENT TO THIS ISSUE 


WHAT CHANGE OCCURRED IN THE TOBACCO ACREAGE? 

PROSPECTS FOR THE 1949 CORN CROP ARE ABOVE OR BELOW LAST YEAR? 
DitscuSS GENERAL CONDITIONS. 

ACREAGE DEVOTED TO SOYBEANS SHOWS AN INCREASE OR DECREASE? 
CURRENT APPLE PROSPECTS ARE FAVORABLE OR UNFAVORABLE. 

WHAT IS THE ESTIMATED YIELD OF THE 1949 OAT CROP? 

{OW MANY POUNDS OF MILK WAS PRODUCED IN N. C, DURING JUNE? 
SWEETPOTATO HARVEST FOR 1949 IS ESTIMATED AT_4, 6 OR 8 MILLION 
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THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF LAWERS ON N.C. FARMS 1S ABOVE OR BELOW 
COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE LAST YEAR? nee 
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: “™“~Generally, conditions have con- North Carolina’s total acreage 
tinued favorable for the develop- of corn for harvest for all pur- North Carolina’s 1949 flue- 
ment of crops in North Carolina. poses this year is estimated at cured tobacco crop is estimated at 
Farmers in some areas were ham- 2,159,000 acres. This is a de- 778,050,000 pounds, 5 percent above 
pered by adverse weather condi- crease of 3.1 percent from the 1948 and 15 percent greater than 
tions at the time of planting, 1948 harvested acres and is 7.0 the 10-year average. 
but for the State as a whole, percent below the ten-year average. The 1949 tobacco crop got off 
Stands of most crops are about up The continued increase in the pro- to a slow and rather uneven start 
to normal. Replanting requirements portion of hybrid corn grown, along because of plant shortages in many 
were somewhat heavier than usual with better cultural practices, producing areas. Plants were scarce 
in order to obtain good stands. has pushed the expected average on some farms in all belts, but 


This was particularly true for yield to 31.5 bushels per acre for the shortage was most severe in 
cotton and peanuts and corn in some 1949, which equals the record set fTypes 11 and 12 Belts. While suf- 


areas. Most crops made good progress in 1947. This would mean a pro- ficient imported plants were se- 
during June; although at the close duction of 68,008,000 bushels, the cured for meeting intentions, the 
of the month dry soil conditions third highest of record. date of transplanting was delayed 
were threatening crops in the Pied- A comparison of the expected and .quite variable except in the 
mont section. Rains since the first 1949 yield of 31.5 bushels with first planted Border Belt. 
of July have relieved the situation the 1929-38 (pre-hybrid) average The total indicated acreage of 
in all except the southern half of 18.2 bushels shows the influ- flue-cured tobacco types is 630,000 
of the Piedmont area where dry to ence hybrid varieties and better acres, 6 percent above the 594,000: 
very dry conditions still prevail. cultural practices have had on acres harvested last year, but about 
In both the mountain and coastal corn production. 4 percent below the 10-year average. 
plain regions soil moisture has It is estimated that approxi- Prospects as of July 1 on all 
been generally plentiful toex- mately 698,000 acres or 32 percent flue-cured types point to the sec- 
cessive. of the 1949 corn acreage was plant- ond highest yields of record. It is 
North Carolina farmers have in- ed with hybrid seed. This compares estimated that the average yield for 
creased the total acreage of all with 25 percent or 562,000 acres’ all flue-cured types will be 1, 235 
crops for harvest this year about Planted with hybrid seed in 1948 and pounds per acre, only 10 pounds less 


3 percent above that harvested in 14 percent or 309,000 acres in 1947. than the 1948 record high. 
1948. The total acreage of all 
small grains for harvest as grain 
is 27 percent above the total in 
1948. Tobacco farmers have planted 
about 6 percent more land to to- 
bacco than last year; while cotton 
farmers had 12 percent more cotton 
under cultivation on July 1, i949 
than at the same date a year earlier. 
The increased acreages of these 
crops more than offset decreases 
shown for corn, peanuts, soybeans 
and other crops. 

Most crops are in a good stage 
of cultivation with the exception 
of a few localized areas in‘the 
eastern part of the State where 
rainfall has been excessive. Most 
farmers have been rather liberal 
with the application of fertilizer 
on crops this year and witha 
normal growing season from now 
until harvest, good yields should 
be realized from practically all 
crops. Small grains turned out 
yields that were below earlier ex- 
pectations. 


CORN CROP NEARLY ONE-THIRD HYBRIDS 
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BARLEY PRODUCTION HIGHER 


Indications as of July 1 point 
to a total of 36,000 acres of barley 
for harvest as grain this year. 
This is an increase of 6 percent 
from the 34,000 acres harvested last 
year and 12 percent above the ten- 
year average. Total production is 
currently estimated at 972,000 
bushels which is 22 percent greater 
than production in 1948 and 27 per- 
cent greater than the ten-year av- 
erage. The yield for this year is 
estimated at 27.0 bushels and com- 
pares with 23,5 bushels for 1948 
and the average of 23.7 bushels. 


SWEETPOTATO ACREAGE UP 


July 1 conditions indicate a 
sweetpotato crop for North Caro- 
lina somewhat larger than 1948 
production, but 20 percent below 
the 1938-47 average. The pros- 
pective crop is estimated at 
6,210,000 bushels, compared with 
5,635,000 bushels in 1948 and 
the 1938-47 average of 7,714,000 
bushels. Acreage for harvest is 
placed at 54,000, 10 percent more 
than the 49,000 acres harvested 
in 1948, but 24 percent above the 
1938-47 average. 

Average yield per acre is esti- 
mated at 115 bushels the same 
yield as farmers harvested per 
acre in 1948, but 9 bushels above 
the 1938-47 average. 

Acreage devoted to sweetpotatoes 
this year is the second lowest 
Since 1882. The 1948 crop of 
49,000 acres was the smallest 
during this period. 


SOYBEAN ACREAGE DROPS 8 PERCENT 


North Carolina’s acreage of soy- 
beans planted alone for all purposes 
is estimated at 353,000 acres, 8 
percent below the 384,000 acres in 
1948 and 6 percent less than the 
(1938-47) average. Growers have 
indicated that a total of 268,000 
(equivalent solid) acres will be 
harvested for beans this year as 
compared with 264,000 acres harvest- 
ed in 1948. This year’s acreage 
for beans is 26 percent above the 
(1938-47) average. During recent 
years growers have been steadily 
increasing the proportion of total 
acreage harvested for beans, which 
explains the increase in the acreage 
intended for beans while the alone 


acreage is decreasing. 

Stocks of soybeans on farms 
in North Carolina on July 1 are 
estimated at 89,000 bushels as 
compared with 105,000 bushels on 
the same date last year. 


FARM REPORT 


EGG PRODUCTION SEASONALLY LOWER 


Production of eggs on North 
Carolina farms during June totaled 
97 million, a drop of 24 percent 
below production for the previous 
month, but 5 percent above egg pro- 
duction during June 1948. 

The number of layers on North 
Carolina farms averaged 6,830,000 
in June, 3 percent under the pre- 
vious month and 5 percent more 
than June of last year. 

Egg production per i100 layers 
continued the seasonal decline 
and averaged 1,413 eggs per 100 
layers for June. This is approxi- 
mately the same as the rate of 
lay for June of last year, but 
273 eggs below the rate of lay 
per 100 hens for the previous month. 

Total eggs produced from Jan- 
uary to June is estimated at 625 
million, or about 11 percent above 
egg production for the same period 
last year which amounted to 565 
million eggs. 

Farm flocks for the entire United 
States laid 4,905,000,000 eggs in 
June -- 2 percent less than last 
year, but 4 percent more than the 
1938-47 average. 
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MILK RECORD CONTINUES 


An estimated 156 million pounds 
of milk:was produced during June on 
on farms in North Carolina. This is 
the highest monthly production of 
record and exceeds by 5 million pounds 
the production for May this year and 
the previous record monthly produc- 
tion of 150 million pounds set in 
August 1944 by 6 million pounds. 

Milk production per cow in herds 
during June, at 438 pounds, was the 
Highest of record. This compares 
with 426 pounds per cow in May and 
405 pounds in June a year ago. Milk 
cows in herds, including both milked 
and dry cows, during the month total- 
ed 356,000 head, a slight increase 
from the May total of 353,000 head. 
A part of this increase came from 
the addition to milk herds of young 
heifers that have been separated 
from their first dropped offspring. 

With the onset of summer weather 
and somewhat dry soils in much of 
the Piedmont area, the condition of 
pastures during June showed some 
decline. However, pastures still 
provided good grazing for the month 
and contributed greatly to the con- 
tinued high flow of milk. 


COTTON ACREAGE UP 12 PERCENT 


The acreage of cotton in culti- 
vation in North Carolina on July l, 
1949 is estimated at 820,000 acres 
-- an increase of 12 percent over 
the 730,000 acres in cultivation on 
July 1, 1948 and 8.5 percent more 
than the 10-year (1938-47) average 
of 756,000 acres. If abandonment 
is about average this year, approx- 
imately 811,000 acres will be har- 
vested. 

Seed beds were in exceptionally 
good condition for planting the 1949 
crop. The soil was in good shape 
for planting, but cool temperatures, 
particularly at night, extended 


much later into the spring than 
usual, resulting in poor germina- 
tion and slow plant development. 
However, in most areas stands are 
about normal. Recent warm weather, 
accompanied by generally adequate 
moisture supplies, has stimulated 
growth and progress of the crop has 
been rapid. 

For the Nation as a whole, cotton 
growers have increased their acreage 
14 percent over 1948. The acreage 
in cultivation in the U. S. on July 
1, 1949 is estimated at 26, 380, 000 
acres, compared with 23, 110,000 
acres on the same date last year. 
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PEANUT ACREAGE DOWN 


Reports from growers indicate 
that the 1949 acreage of peanuts 
grown alone for all purposes will 
be 254,000 acres, about 19 percent 
below the 314,000 acres (revised) 
grown alone for all purposes in 1948 
and 13 percent less than the 10-year 
average of 291,00Q acres. This is 
the smallest acreage of peanuts since 
1941 when 240,000 acres were planted 
alone for all purposes. 

Final estimates for the 1948 crop 
places the acreage picked and thresh- 
ed for nuts at 295,000 acres. The 
average yield per acre was estimated 
at 1,175 pounds, giving a total pro- 
duction of 346,625,000 pounds. 


SORGHUM ACREAGE LOWER 


North Carolina farmers indicate 
that they will harvest 40,000 acres 
of sorghums for all purposes during 
1949. This is 5 thousand acres 
below the total acreage harvested 
last year and the same amount below 
the intentions to plant reported in 
March. 

Most of this decline has occurred 
as a result of smaller plantings 
of sorghums for grain, 
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FARM REPORT 


OATS - 2ND LARGEST OF RECORD 


Based on growers’ reports as of 
July 1 production of oats in North 
Carolina this year is expected to 
total 12,150,000 bushels, which 
would be the second largest crop of 
record, being exceeded only by the 
12,870,000 bushels produced in 1946. 
This years estimated production is 
a little more than one-half greater 
than the 7,965,000 bushels produced 
last year and is 48 percent above 
the ten-year average. 

The acreage of oats for harvest 
as grain this year at an estimated 
405,000 acres is the largest since 
1894 - 430,000 acres were harvested 
that year at an average yield of 
11.0 bushels. 

At an estimated 30.0 bushels per 
acre the 1948 yield is also the 
second highest of record being ex- 
ceeded by the yield of 33.0 bushels 
in 1946 and compares with 29.5 
bushels last year and the ten-year 
average of 26.6 busheis. 

Although improvements in cultiva- 
tion practices and the usage of 
commercial fertilizers have boosted 
yields, improved varieties have 
contributed most to the increments 
in yields the past several years. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES, ACREAGE, YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS 1948 AND INDICATED 1949 
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WHEAT YIELDS BELOW AVERAGE 


North Carolina’s 1948 wheat crop 
declined sharply as harvesting 
approached its peak and conditions 
as of July 1 point to a production 
of 6,008,000 bushels. This is about 
37,000 bushels under the 1948 crop 
and about 800,000 bushels under 
the 1938-47 average. 

The acreage for harvest is es- 
timated at 445,000 acres, about 14 
percent above the 1948 crop, but 3 
percent below the 1938-47 average. 
Conditions on July 1 point toca 
yield of 13.5 bushels of wheat per 
harvested acre, two bushels per 
acre below the 1948 average. 

Harvested yields are turning 
out much less than expected, reflect- 
ing greater damage fromwinter 
freeze, poor pollination, disease 
and insects than pre-harvest es- 
timates allowed. 

For the Nation a production of 
1,189 million bushels is indicated 
for all wheat as of July 1. This 
is 8 percent less than the 1,288 
million bushels produced last yea, 
but about 20 percent more than the 
average of 992 million bushels. 
Present prospects are 13 percent 
less than the record 1947 crop. 
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OATS, WHEAT, RYE, ON-FARM 
STOCKS LOW--CORN STOCKS HIGH 


As of July 1, on-farm stocks of 
corn were estimated at 15,996,000 
bushels - the second largest July 
1 corn supply of record, being ex- 
ceeded only by the 17,387,000 bu- 
shels held on farms a year ago. 
Disappearance of on-farm supplies 
of corn up to July 1 has been 2 per- 
cent greater than usual. This is 
probably due in part to the heavier 
use of corn for feed in order to 
offset the short supplies of other 
feed grains as well as increased 
corn marketings. 

Oats stocks on farms as of July 
1 at an estimated 677,000 bushels 
and barley stocks at 72,000 bushels 
were at about normal supply. On- 
farm supplies of wheat amounted to 
302,000 bushels, the lowest July 1 
stocks since 1945 and the second 
lowest since 1938. At an estimated 
11,000 bushels, rye stocks wre 
6,000 bushels less than for July l 
a year ago and were only one-half 
as large as the ten-year average. 

Stocks of soybeans on farms July 
1 were the lowest of record - 89,000 
bushels this year compared with 
105,000 for 1948 and the average of 
221,000 bushels. A fairly good 
market demand and price situation, 
as well as forced movement of beans 
because of high moisture content 
and shortage of storage space were 
chief causesfor the rapid disap- 
pearance to date of farm stocks of 
soybeans. 


ACREAGE FOR ALL HAYS DOWN 


As of July 1, the production of 
all hay in North Carolina is esti- 
mated at 1, 297,000 tons, an increase 
of 13,000 tons above last year. The 
indicated acreage is 1,179,000 as 
compared with 1,230,000 acres in 1948. 


FARM REPORT 


APPLE PROSPECTS THIRD LOWEST 


Based on grower’s reports as of 
July i, the outlook for commercial 
apples in North Carolina is the 
lowest since 1945 and points to 
the third smallest crop of record. 
Production for 1949 is currently 
estimated at 480,000 bushels or 
about one-half as large as the 
976,000 bushels produced last year 
and the average of 958,000 bushels. 
The smallest crop of record was 
194,000 bushels produced in 1945 
with 391,000 bushels in 1943 being 
the second smallest. Late spring 
freezes reduced the commercial crop. 
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PEACH PROSPECTS DECLINE 


As of July 1, the production of 
peaches both commercial and non- 
commercial, in North Carolina was 
estimated at 1,505,000 bushels. 
The current estimate is 155,000 
bushels less than the estimate on 
June i and 8.6 percent less than 
total production in 1948. 

The freeze in April is primarily 
responsible for the short crop. 
In addition, some orchards were 
damaged by hail and wind storms. 
A few reports have indicated that 
the June drop was greater than an- 
ticipated. 


JUNE WEATHER SUMMARY 


Unusually heavy rains occurred during the month in the Coastal Plain 
and Mountain section, while much of the Central Piedmont went begging for 
rain. Record-breaking rainfall amounts fell at Scotland Neck and Smithfield 
on the 29th amounting to over 5 inches causing some crop damage in those 
areas. Floods occurred on several of the mountain streams during the middle 
of the month when rainfall amounts averaging over 10 inches fell in headwater 
areas during a two-day period. Temperatures were unusually cool during most 
of the first ten days with some minimum temperatures in the 40’s in the 
mountains and in the 50’s elsewhere. Warming took place after the 10th 
with many periods averaging well above seasonal values. AS a result, aver- 
age temperatures for the month were normal or a little above over the entire 
State. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
INCHES OF RAINFALL 
DURING JUNE, i949 
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Rainfall data furnished 
by Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 


Garrett DeMots 
Meteorologist 


